
Passion Sunday: A Road Map 

I.   This week rather than our modern devices we use 
ancient scripture as a map for our road trip of the 
next seven days.  We have come a long way in these 
weeks of Lent leading to Easter.  “Are we there yet?” 
Almost.  Today’s reading of the Passion gives us the 
big picture of where we are going.  Holy Week is 
one of the best weeks of the Christian tradition.  As 
if anticipating our short attention spans, the church 
breaks the journey up into three days.  Holy 
Thursday we gather to sit at table with the Lord and 
disciples at a new Passover supper.  There he gave 
them and us a way to more than simply remember 
him.  In the Mass the Lord is made present in the 
breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup and 
in the example of service, the washing of each 
other’s feet.    We re-gather on Good Friday at three 
o’clock to reflect on the seven last words of the 
Lord.  Fr. Donal’s reflection and the choir’s 
powerful singing can bring goosebumps to our arms. 
Friday evening we gather again in silence and 

resume our vigil with the Lord.  We listen to his final 
hours on the cross and venerate the cross by touching 
it or kissing it. On Easter Saturday night or Sunday 
morning we return to celebrate the Lord’s 
resurrection and welcome new sisters and brothers in 
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 
Communion.  It is long but powerful.  

Concl.   There is a saying, “You can’t get there from 
here.”  We can’t get to Easter Sunday without going 
through Holy Week. Set aside these important days 
to follow the “map” Luke gives us today. We don’t 
do many things together, but this week millions of 
Christians throughout the world will walk these 
days.  Come, be with us. 
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