
In or Out? No Holding the Plane 

Intro.  Have you ever had to run from one gate to 

another to catch a flight?  The airline won’t usually 

hold the plane just for one or two people, but it will 

sometimes hold the plane for ten or fifteen people 

whose flights were late. It might hold the plane for 

someone really important.  Listening to the words of 

today’s gospel, it is clear the Lord is leaving for 

Jerusalem immediately and if the volunteers aren’t 

ready to get on board, he isn’t going to wait, no 

matter how harsh it sounds. 

I.    The first verse sets the tone for the rest of the 

gospel and explains some difficult statements. The 

Lord was very focused.    One translation has, “He 

set his face toward Jerusalem,” meaning nothing 

would keep him from reaching his destination.  The 

“clock” was ticking.  The encounter with the 

Samaritans was not what the messengers expected.  

When the Samaritans found out they were going to 

Jerusalem, the welcome mat was pulled up.  There 

was animosity between strict Jews who believed God 

had to be worshipped in Jerusalem and the 

Samaritans who believed they could worship God on 

one of the holy mountains.  The Samaritans’ 

behavior was a breach of the tradition of hospitality, 

an insult to the Lord.  James and John thought they 

were defending the Lord by asking to punish the 

Samaritans.  The Lord had no time for petty 

arguments or distractions and simply moved on.  An 

option we might consider in our own disagreements.  

On the road to Jerusalem, several people were 

interested in joining the group.  The Lord had some 

very harsh words to say about their lack of 

understanding of the seriousness of his mission and 



the commitment needed.   Burying a father or mother 

was a serious responsibility as was saying goodbye 

to family. It was a commandment and an issue of 

respect. The Lord’ response tells us how focused he 

was. He was truly a man on a mission.  Jerusalem 

was where the important events of his passion, death, 

resurrection and ascension would conclude his 

earthly ministry.   

Concl.    In soccer, referees add extra minutes at the 

end of the game instead of stopping the clock for 

injuries. Everyone knows how much time is added. 

For the losing team the urgency increases 

dramatically. The Lord would not be adding extra 

time to train new followers at that moment in his 

mission.  That time has expired. He will not hold the 

“plane” at the gate for late arrivals. The same is true 

for us: there comes a time when we are either on 

board with the Lord’s mission or we are left behind. 

We might have an opportunity to catch up but it is 

not guaranteed.  Like the prospective disciples in the 

gospel, we have our own excuses for why we can’t 

follow the Lord right now.  We have responsibilities 

of family or jobs that others depend on.  We may not 

be able to just walk away.  But some of our excuses 

are pretty lame.  We can follow the Lord more 

closely in what we are doing within our present 

responsibilities.  It is hard not be distracted by 

insignificant things in our pursuit of following the 

Lord.  We have to be focused on our ultimate 

destination: not Jerusalem but heaven.  What holds 

us back? 
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