
Clever Steward 

Intro.   I check my junk email file occasionally 

because sometimes good emails end up there 

accidentally.  Recently I found five or six with the 

usual, “You are the beneficiary” or some variation.   

Most of us have been targeted by a scam of one kind 

or another.  A few weeks ago some of you got one 

purportedly from me.  After the initial recognition 

and disgust with them, one part of me has to admit 

the ingenuity of some.  How do they think these 

things up!  Maybe because there is no shortage of 

greedy people who will continue to fall for the 

“deals.”  Today’s gospel has the story of a scam 

from over two thousand years ago.  It doesn’t say 

much for our “evolution.”  

I.   In last week’s gospel, the Lord told three parables 

directed at the Pharisees and scribes.  This parable 

was told to his own disciples and the teaching was 

directed at them.  It seems a little confusing.  Is the 

Lord really praising the crooked steward and 

encouraging us to follow his example and cheat?  

What we know about the Lord is he would never do 

that.  Remember a couple of things about parables: 

1) we cannot always equate the characters with real 

people or with God. 2) There is only one teaching 

point, usually at the conclusion of the parable. The 

master in the parable is praising his dishonest 

manager for taking his bad situation and coming up 

with a scam to get another job.  But he was not so 

admiring that he re-hired the cheat or likely gave him 

a good reference letter.  The steward looked at his 

present crisis; quickly decided his first two options 

were not good ones; and came up with a plan to 

ingratiate himself with a possible future employer.  



Certainly that employer would know he was getting 

a thief for a manager.  The master is not the Lord.  

And we aren’t supposed to follow the steward’s 

example, even though we are sorely tempted at times 

and know others are following that example.  This is 

why we have to be smart enough to do better.   

Concl.    This parable doesn’t tell us if the people 

who owed the master went along with the scam.  Or 

if the manager was just giving up his “cut,” a 

kickback that he added to the original deal.  

Interesting for meditation but not the central 

teaching.  The example for the disciples was to wise 

up.  Don’t be totally naïve about the world and some 

people in it.   Don’t follow the bad steward’s 

example, but his ingenuity.  It is often said if 

dishonest people would spend their time and brains 

thinking up good things rather than bad ones, our 

world would be a whole lot better. That is our cue: 

we have to as smart or smarter in our use of this 

world’s goods.  We are the stewards the Lord left in 

charge until he returns.  We have to “manage” the 

resources we have been given. That means our 

personal resources of money, talent and time.  It also 

includes the resources we share with people of the 

world like water, land, energy and economies.   As 

Pope Francis has said, it is all connected.  If it is 

good for some people, it should be good for all 

people. But it doesn’t always work that way. We can 

serve only one God. Ultimately if we can be 

trustworthy with the things of this world, maybe 

we can be trusted with the most important thing 

of the next world, eternal life.      
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