
Christmas, 2019 

Intro.   If I were going to register for the census in 

my family’s hometown today, it would be 

somewhere in the Carolinas, probably North 

Carolina and maybe in the eastern region, near 

Chapel Hill.  If I was going the original place of my 

family it would be a much longer journey on both 

my father and mother’ sides.  Her father had an “O” 

in front of his last name.  You can find out where 

your family would have gone by asking the oldest 

person in your family.  Joseph went to Bethlehem 

because he was a member of a family that came from 

a man named David.   

I.    Shepherds were and are hard-working people.  

Most of the time they live in the fields with the 

sheep.  Their job is to guide the sheep to good food 

and to protect them from other animals.  Shepherds 

did not live in a city or even in a house.  They slept 

on the ground under the stars or in a tent that was 

easily taken down and moved.  That night the 

shepherds were wide awake as they watched over 

their sheep.  As they noticed one star much brighter 

than the others, angels appeared out of the clear 

night sky.  The shepherds were scared.  They had 

never, ever seen something like this before. The 

angel said the same thing other angels had said to 

Mary and Joseph: do not be afraid.  If I was one of 

the shepherds, I don’t know if that would have 

helped me not to be afraid. The messengers brought 

some astonishing good news to them: a child who 

would change the world was born in the small 

village of Bethlehem. Like Mary they were given a 

sign to verify the message; they would find the new-



born baby, not in a nice crib in a house, but in a 

stable, in a manger that fed animals.   They 

overcame their fear, went and found it to be true.   

Concl.    This was no dream.  Like Mary and Joseph, 

the shepherds too were afraid of this vision.  Who 

would send such a powerful annunciation to ordinary 

shepherds?  Who was going to believe shepherds?  

Many times in history, angels of the Lord and Mary 

have visited people.  And much of the time the 

annunciation is not to the powerful or influential 

leaders of a country or to popes, bishops or even 

priests.  The divine visitations are to women like 

Elizabeth and Mary; a village leader named Juan 

Diego in Mexico; children at Lourdes, France and 

Fatima in Portugal.  I believe the Lord delivers 

divine guidance to each of us.  I have struggled to 

hear it and understand it for my life. Occasionally it 

is clear to us, while most of the time it is not easily 

understood.  To “discern” God’s Word for us is hard.  

Discern means “distinguish (someone or something) 

with difficulty by sight or with the other senses” 

[Oxford Dictionary of English].  It is not just with 

our eyes and ears that we understand God’s Word; it 

is more likely with our hearts. We rarely get the 

obvious kind of announcement the shepherds got that 

night.  But like them, we can overcome our initial 

fear that no one will believe the word of hope we 

bring.  Who will believe us?  People looking for 

hope we bring from this holy night when Christ was 

born.  Remember the angels’ words: do not be 

afraid. 
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