
You Heard Wrong; Now Hear This 

 Intro.    Our understanding of law comes from 

English civil law; we follow the letter of the law. If 

the traffic light is read, we stop even if no one is 

coming the other way and wait until the light is 

green.  The law the Lord is talking about is different 

law.  For Jews the source of life and faith was (and 

is) the Torah, the revelation of God’s will in 

scripture [D.J. Harrington, Sacra Pagina, Matthew, 

p. 88].   The word, “Torah” comes from the Hebrew 

word ‘instruct’ “and refers to the teaching or 

instruction presented in the scriptures,” especially 

the first five books of what we call the Old 

Testament.  That law was a gift, not a burden [Ibid].  

Unfortunately today we often see law as something 

we have to endure, that tells us we can’t do 

something we think we should be able to do.  Like 

thinking, “Why can’t I drive seventy-five miles an 

hour on Highway 17 {or fill in the blank}?  I just 

can’t drive fifty-five” {a song from Sammy Hagar}. 

I.   The law of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth comes from Exodus (21:24), Leviticus (24:20) 

and Deuteronomy (19:21) and was an attempt to 

limit the escalation of violent retaliation.   It was not 

one of the commandments from God; it was a law 

made by humans.  What the Lord said in the gospel 

is in no way telling us to let ourselves be bullied.  He 

was teaching a different than expected response.  

The “right cheek” refers to a slap, more of an insult 

rather than a punch.  The lack of a violent response 

negates the intended insult and throws the bully off 

his game.  Bullies are often cowards and are 

surprised by that reaction. The Lord’s purpose seems 

to be to defuse the situation rather than inflame it, if 



possible.  Sometimes it is not possible.  Roman 

soldiers could legally make Israelites carry their bags 

for one mile, but no farther.  The encouragement 

from the Lord was to confuse the soldier by going 

two miles.    

Concl.  As disciples our response to the usual ways 

of the world is to be different:  Interrupt the cycle of 

violence.  Clearly, there is too much hate in our 

world.  The Lord never said to love our friends and 

hate our enemies. It was another human law to avoid 

seeing each other as our neighbor. Our love for 

God’s kingdom here on earth can negate the hate, 

but it is a difficult job.  The more we are, perfect-ed, 

like the Lord, the closer we get to the kingdom.      
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