
 

 

Easter 

I.   Most of us expected the usual, boring Lent 

experience this year.  I did.  We got a Lent we will 

not soon forget.  The plans for giving up candy, 

cookies and such may still have been part of Lent for 

us, but there are so many other things we have 

sacrificed. Some had to give up school.  Students 

loved that at first, but now not so much (can I get a 

different teacher?).  Some parents had to give up 

going to work only to have to work from home and 

teach school (what time is recess?).  Most had to 

give up going to church.  For a while watching Mass 

in pajamas anytime you wanted was kind of 

interesting. I could wear whatever I wanted; sandals 

yes, but never pajamas.  For many people it isn’t the 

same; we miss being with our church family.   

So we made very real sacrifices this Lent.  We gave 

up going to the movies, the beach, the pool or the 

Spring break trip we planned.  Seniors gave up the 

prom, senior trip, skip day.  Nurses gave up pinning 

day and medical students gave up “white coat” day. 

Families had to deal with each other all day, every 

day. That can be a big sacrifice, trying to be nice to 

sisters, brothers, parents and husbands and wives.  

Church musicians and choirs gave up the Holy Week 

services. Priests gave up celebrating Mass with all of 

you.  

There is some bad news and good news 

tonight/today: the bad news is the “stay at home and 

stay safe” practice continues.  Bummer.  The good 

news is Lent is over! Eat your chocolate or candy or 

go back to more use of media and television. For me, 



 

 

the cookies come down off the top shelf and out of 

the freezer.   

Concl.   One of the purposes of Lent is for forty days 

we are encouraged to examine our way of living and 

remove what is sinful or keeps from the Lord. Part 

two is to develop new habits and keep doing them 

after Lent is over.  During this time, we have also re-

learned some things we had forgotten after the 

various wars and the nine/eleven tragedy. We now 

not only check on our neighbors to see if they need 

anything from the store; in many cases we have 

learned their names for the first time.   We are more 

conscious of the people who serve and protect us 

every day and more - we tell them so.  This Easter, 

several families have decided to prepare an Easter 

dinner for others they don’t know and will never 

meet.  There is loss too.  So far, several members of 

our church family have lost someone they love and it 

will likely increase.  But light has blasted through 

the darkness of this time as it did from the tomb of 

the resurrected Lord. It is up to us as disciples of the 

risen Lord to be ready to give life to people in need 

of it. I will borrow a phrase from our Jewish sisters 

and brothers and say, Good Easter to you.    

 Fr. Michael Pendergraft 

Easter, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 


