
Do I Know You? 

Intro.   Almost everybody uses a key of some kind.  

A friend prefers combination locks to open doors in 

his kingdom.  We use key cards for some doors; 

biometric keys like a fingerprint opens our 

computers and phones.  We also use eye scans. Some 

of us use a thing called a “fob” to unlock and even 

start our cars. No matter the keyless entries of today, 

some people will always feel better with a big wad 

of keys in our pocket. Keys are common to two of 

our three readings today,  

I.   After the cure of the Canaanite woman’s 

daughter in last Sunday’s gospel, the Lord was on 

the move, passing through towns curing people; 

feeding several thousand with the seven loaves and 

two fish and arguing with Pharisees and Sadducees 

who demanded their own sign.  The disciples still 

didn’t understand who he was and what he was 

doing.  I like how the Lord gave his friends the easy 

question first: what are people saying?  The disciples 

answered quickly; they knew what the word on the 

street was.  But then came the real question; who did 

they say he was.  Now it was personal and not so 

easy.  No one wanted to answer. I imagine it got real 

quiet.  The disciples looked at the ground or 

suddenly found a loose thread on their shirt.  Peter 

spoke the answer, not because he was the smartest 

guy in the group, but because he had a revelation 

from God: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.”  That was the key to everything that was going 

to happen in their lives and ours today.  Without 

God’s inspiration, Peter would have just been 

guessing. One of my priest friends regarding this 



gospel said that our opinions are not necessarily true 

no matter how much we rationalize them.  We might 

check our opinions with two or three sources like the 

Bible, our church and others we trust.  Then we are 

more likely to be closer to the truth rather than 

unfounded speculation. 

Concl.   Obviously a key doesn’t have to be a metal 

thing with little teeth.  It can be information that 

unlocks our hearts and minds, like knowing who 

Jesus is and how to find Him.  That information is 

passed on to us by our parents, our church and 

gained through our own experience.  Knowing who 

the Lord is is on-going throughout our lives.  

Knowledge of computers didn’t end with the 

Commodore sixty-four in 1982 that Sheldon thought 

was the greatest thing in the world.  So our 

knowledge of the Lord doesn’t end with 

Confirmation. Our religious education is just more 

up to us because as adults it is our responsibility to 

keep reading and searching for the face of the Lord.  

Knowing who the Lord is a bit more complicated 

than a simple key.  It’s more like facial 

recognition:  in this life do we recognize the Lord?  

And more importantly, at the door of heaven, 

does he recognize us?   
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