
The Generous Owner 

Intro.   This story of workers for hire happens all 

over Florida and southeast Georgia every harvest 

season.  While agriculture has more and more 

disappeared from Clay County, in St. Johns County 

harvest season means cabbage and potatoes; in Levy, 

watermelons and peanuts; in others, strawberries and 

tomatoes.  All need workers to pick and pack the 

produce we enjoy.  But the harvest is really not the 

focus of the parable.  It is the owner of the vineyard 

who is important, or rather what he does. 

I.   The context of today’s gospel is the rich young 

man who asked the Lord what he must do to have 

eternal life.  He told the man to follow the 

commandments, to which the man said he already 

did.  The Lord challenged him to sell everything, 

give the money to the poor and then follow him.  He 

wasn’t ready to do it. Peter and the other disciples 

had already done that and were unsure what the 

future held them. Maybe talk of eternal life struck 

Peter as vague or too far away.  Today’s gospel is 

the Lord’s response to Peter’s question.  Farming 

grapes is a very labor intensive crop especially at 

harvest time.  The grapes need to be gathered 

quickly lest they lose their flavor and the resulting 

wine be terrible.  The owner knew where to find 

extra workers.  Like today, there was a generally 

accepted wage, by the day not the hour.  At the end 

of the day, the workers who came late in the day 

were surprised to receive a full day’s pay.  The 

workers who started first thing in the morning 

assumed they would get more; a reminder that God’s 

ways are not ours.  That is where the story changed: 

all got the usual daily wage.  That was the 



agreement.  To those who came later, the owner said 

simply, “I will give you what is just.”  You and I 

would have wanted to know exactly what “just” 

meant and got it in writing.  The workers trusted the 

owner to keep his word. 

Concl.    Peter was beginning to understand that his 

idea of a conquering messiah and his place at the 

right hand of the power and glory was not reality.  

So he asked what he was working for.  The answer: 

the same as everyone else who puts their trust in the 

Lord and follows him. There are no silver, gold or 

platinum levels of heaven; it’s all heaven. “Between 

the stirrup and the ground,” was a saying of a 

friend’s mother about how long it takes to repent and 

find eternal life.  It is an image of a rider getting off 

a horse. She said in the time it takes for the foot to 

leave the stirrup and touch the ground, a person can 

repent and be forgiven.  That is the generosity of 

God.  If we come later in life to follow the Lord, we 

will be very happy to receive the gift of eternal life.  

We are also glad for our family and friends to be 

judged lightly; but not always our enemies and 

strangers. But to be happy for them is to recognize 

God’s generosity to all of us.  God is both just and 

merciful. Do we show a generous spirit or a resentful 

heart in judging others?  At the end of the day – the 

last judgment – if we are resentful of others, we will 

not enjoy the gift of eternal life. What a waste that 

would be.   
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