
Attention 

Intro.   What does it take to get your attention? How 

do we get someone else’s attention?  Turning off 

their digital device will certainly work.  When my 

mother was determined to get her sons’ attention, she 

stood in front of the TV or shut it off.  Advertising 

uses everything imaginable to get our attention to 

their product: twirling signs at street corners; fan-

driven figures that blow up and down.  And there are 

odd or humorous commercials.  Makers of the 

newest video games offer free trials to hook us into 

buying.  More recently, staying safe and employed 

has our attention.   

I.   The man in today’s gospel had his own way of 

getting people’s attention.  With just a few words 

about repentance and forgiveness, this stranger got a 

lot of people to listen to him; no banging drum or 

blaring trumpet.  People didn’t come to the Jordan 

River because he was dressed funny.  He wore a sort 

of “uniform” they recognized: that of a prophet like 

Elijah, one of the most famous in the Old Testament.  

To further establish who John was, Mark quoted 

another of the great prophets in the Jewish tradition – 

Isaiah.  Mark couldn’t have given John any better 

references than those two. We begin the year of 

Mark’s gospel.  His main focus was to establish that 

the events he was about to tell were the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament prophecies and the Lord as the 

Messiah.   

People came not so much to see John, but to hear his 

message for which they had been waiting for 

hundreds of years.  In the reading from Isaiah, their 

ancestors had returned from exile anxious about 



what was ahead when they got home after all those 

years in Babylon. Later they fell under Roman 

oppression at home.  Life wasn’t exactly what they 

hoped it would be in the Promised Land. They were 

hungry for a new beginning.  John called them to 

acknowledge their sins and return to a relationship 

with God.  The ones “most eager to accept John’s 

message were the people most disadvantaged by the 

status quo of the time.” [M.McGlone, NCR, 

12/27/20]  John represented the long-awaited 

Messiah who would make all things new. 

Concl.    With so much trying to get our attention for 

the things of this world, it is difficult to get our 

attention on the things of the next.  Advent, like 

Lent, is one of the times we are strongly encouraged 

to examine our relationship with the Lord.  The fact 

they precede the most important celebrations of our 

Christian tradition is no accident.  This is the time to 

reflect and renew our relationship with the Lord.   

The same Holy Spirit that John spoke of is available 

to us for the asking, not only in Baptism and 

Confirmation but also every day in prayer.  If Lent 

sometimes seems like a marathon; Advent is more 

like a sprint. This is perfect for some of us like me 

who sometimes have short attention spans.  Focus on 

the Lord for the remaining three weeks and prepare 

his way by turning our attention from giving to 

ourselves to giving of ourselves.  If we can do that, 

we become the voice crying out with hope in the 

wilderness of our times.    
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