
Introducing Friends 

Intro.   Introducing our friends to each other can be 

risky; it brings a new dynamic to friendships.  The 

risk is they may not get along well together and that 

puts us in a difficult position of how to spend time 

with both. Or they may become better friends with 

each other than with us and we are left out.  Or – the 

best – all of us become very good friends together.  

Often the circle of friends is enlarged and enriched 

even when personalities are different.  After he spent 

an afternoon with Jesus, Andrew knew he had found 

someone special, possibly the Messiah.  He couldn’t 

wait to introduce his brother to the Lord.       

I.    John pointed to the Lord and identified him as 

“the Lamb of God,” thus John introduced the men to 

the Lord.  Maybe that is what they were looking for: 

a teacher. The initiative to follow the Lord came 

from him; the Lord introduced himself to them, 

inviting them to, “Come and see.”  Evidently that 

afternoon was enough for Andrew to realize Jesus of 

Nazareth had something he was looking for.  

Imagine Andrew’s excitement as he told his brother 

of the man called Jesus.  Imagine Simon thinking, 

“Come on, Andrew. You found the Messiah?” Think 

of how we might respond to our brother or sister if 

they told us something as fantastic as that.  When 

Andrew introduced his brother to the Lord, the Lord 

invited Simon to be part of his mission.  Again, the 

Lord made the invitation. Changing names signifies 

a new beginning, a new life.  For many years, it was 

the custom for religious women and men when 

making religious vows. Maybe we should all change 

our names for 2021. With a new congress and 

administration, we face a new beginning, a fresh 



start. Like Samuel and Peter, our attitude might be 

openness and a call to serve. Sometimes we change 

our name when we leave home for college or a new 

life. We no longer want to be called by family 

nicknames like Tommy or Junebug. For reasons 

unknown to us, Andrew, while still one of the 

Apostles, didn’t become part of the Lord’s closest 

friends.  The Lord took Peter, James and John up the 

mountain and off by themselves in the garden before 

his arrest.  I have often wondered if that affected 

Andrew and his relationship with his brother.  But  

Andrew saw where the Lord “stayed” and never left 

him.  He gave his life because of his friendship with 

Jesus.  

Concl.     Have you heard the hymn, “What a Friend 

We Have in Jesus?”  I could sing a little of it for you, 

but I won’t.  The Lord certainly introduces himself 

to us. Scripture is full of examples, like Samuel in 

the first reading. It has happened to some of us here. 

Often someone introduced us to the Lord.  Take a 

moment and try to remember who that was. There 

are probably more than one.  (Pause) It might have 

been a friend, parent or relative; or a religious sister 

or brother, even a priest!  Or, it might have been a 

stranger who, by her or his words and actions, 

caused us to recognize God. (Pause) Say a silent 

prayer of thanks for them.  Everyone should have a 

friend like Andrew.  In our turn, we are asked to 

be like Andrew who introduce our friends to the 

Lord.  As someone said, “It could be the 

beginning of a beautiful relationship.”   
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