
The Real Master Gardener 

Intro.  I have little success growing things.  It’s not 

that I can’t.  If something doesn’t grow with minimal 

help from me, I lose interest. I learned why at bible 

study this week.  It’s because I don’t have the 

passion necessary.  One of the Master Gardeners in 

our parish said that is what it takes to be good in the 

garden.  I am passionate about other things like the 

birds in my yard and particularly the blue birds. 

I.  In this week’s gospel, the Lord used another 

image easily understood by his listeners: a vineyard.  

The country was good for growing vines and grapes. 

Wine was an important part of life, religious and 

cultural.  The Old Testament is full of images of the 

people of Israel as God’s vineyard.  The images 

about how God cut down the trees, planted the vine, 

dug a vat for the wine and protected it from animals; 

meaning how God took care of his people.  Wine is 

used in Jewish religious customs as in ours.  At 

weddings and festivals wine was essential.  If you 

have been to a vineyard or seen pictures, there is a 

large root vine with hundreds of branches growing 

from it.  Over the years, the vine is constantly pruned 

to encourage new growth and good grapes.  Diseased 

parts are quickly cut off and burned to keep them 

from infecting the other branches.   The Lord’s 

image is clear: as long as we remain part of the vine, 

we receive nourishment from the root, the Lord.          

Concl.   What we can take from the image of the 

vine and the branches is that it is our decision to stay 

part of the vine or not; whether we will produce 

good, poor or no fruit in our actions as disciples of 

the Lord.  That is based on the quality of the 



nourishment we get and where we get it.  If we are 

separated from him, we get our nourishment from 

other places that take life and energy from us, 

damages us and ultimately hurts the church 

community.  At some point we wither from lack of 

God’s grace.  Then the only option is for God to start 

cutting the bad branches off to save the whole 

vineyard.  That is the truth of the harsh saying in the 

gospel.  What keeps us part of the living vine of 

the Lord is prayer, scripture and most especially, 

the Eucharist.  Hanging with good branches is a 

good thing too.   
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