
The Word Came to [Your Name Here] 

Intro.  When we read biographies or obituaries, or 

listen to a eulogy, we often find out interesting facts 

about someone: date and place of birth, parents, 

siblings, spouse and occupation.  This gives us some 

context of a person’s life.  We might also find out 

how major events in world history shaped a person, 

for better or worse.  Think of the Great Depression 

and various wars,\; different musical styles; and 

literary preferences.  Recently, Stephen Sondheim, a 

brilliant Broadway composer and lyricist died.  He 

wrote the music for many plays, like “West Side 

Story,” which explored a clash of cultures in a 

particular time and place in our history.  There is a 

movie remake coming.  It will be interesting to see 

how culture has changed; or not.   

I.  Luke mentions some of the civil and religious 

authorities at the time the word of God came to John 

the Baptist.  Two of those people would later have 

confrontations with the Lord.  The word came to a 

very specific place and time with its share of 

historical, political, religious and cultural issues; for 

example, the Roman oppression of the  Israelites and 

their struggle against it.  Luke wanted his readers to 

understand the context of God’s Word breaking into 

that moment in history.  John’s birth to Elizabeth and 

Zechariah was nothing short of miraculous.  Great 

things were said about him.  Then he disappeared 

into the desert.  Years later he emerged from the 

desert to speak a word from God, a word of 

conversion of heart and mind leading to forgiveness 

of sins.  This year we are not distracted by how he 

looked or dressed. Luke puts the focus on John’s 



message.  It is clear John is in the line of prophets 

like Isaiah whom he quotes.  Isaiah sounds like an 

engineer making plans to fill in the potholes and low 

spots and flatten the bumps in some local highway.  

[Sacra Pagina, L.T. Johnson, p. 64, Liturgical Press, 

1991]  The highway in not one made of dirt or 

asphalt and tar.  It is a road to the heart that often has 

similar potholes and bumps, making it difficult for 

others to get to.    

Concl.   We are born into a specific time, place, 

family and culture.  What happens around us shapes 

us.  I was born in Jacksonville; went to Catholic 

schools; and was a teenager in the nineteen-sixties.  

(That may explain a few things, including my 

musical preferences.)  Many things and people 

influence our lives.  In this time and place, the Word 

of God comes to Ruth, Andy, Achiles, Sofia, Maria; 

to all of us.  The same prophecy from Isaiah holds 

true today.  We are the ones to make a path for the 

Lord in this world, amidst events similar to John’s 

world.  In our words and actions, we must speak 

about conversion of heart and mind and forgiveness 

of sin through the mercy of God.  We must make 

level the uneven way to equality and justice.  We 

must straighten the crooked path to respect for all 

life.  If the word of God has come to us, it was 

brought by someone who thought enough of us to 

make the long “drive” to our hearts.  To get to 

some of our hearts, four-wheel drive might be 

necessary.  Are we prepared for a road trip to the 

heart of Jesus this Advent?          
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