
The Star  

Intro.   Several years ago, friends visited from out of 

state and wanted to see some of Florida.  When I 

asked what they were interested in, it was not 

Disney.  Instead, they preferred to go to the space 

center at Cape Canaveral.  One of my friends is a 

high school teacher of biology.  She particularly 

wanted to see the pictures the Hubbel telescope sent 

back to earth.  The photos of the solar system and the 

stars are enlarged and cover the walls.  I didn’t know 

one from another.  She knew about the solar system 

and the galaxies and pointed out the various stars.  I 

was soon drawn into the gloriously colored, swirling 

images of stars.  We are about to know a lot more 

about the stars from a new telescope launched 

Christmas day.  However, I’m not sure if it will be 

anything as important as what led the three visitors 

to Bethlehem.     

I.   About the magi, we have very little information.  

Most of what we have comes from the imaginations 

of artists and writers.  By their gifts of incense and 

myrrh, it is likely they are from Arabia.  Because 

they don’t know where the child is to be born, they 

are certainly non-Jews.  This was a new wrinkle in 

the plan of salvation.  The Jewish scripture 

prophesied the Messiah coming to the Israelites.  

With the arrival of the magi from outside Israel, 

Matthew tells us it means salvation is for all people.  

Our God  is an inclusive God.  He invites Jew or 

Gentile; slave or free; sinner or saint.  The star 

appeared in the sky not only to herald the birth of the 

Messiah, but also to guide the whole world to him.      



Concl.   We often use the image of the star in a 

variety of ways.  It can refer to people whose 

knowledge or skill marks them as worth paying 

attention to, “In science, she’s a rising star.”  Or it is 

as an image of guidance, “Theater is his guiding 

star.”  We also use the star or its light as a guiding 

force in our spiritual journey.  At Baptism, a candle 

is lit and given to the child as a symbol of faith, 

leading her or him to the Lord.  At funerals the 

Easter candle is present to remind us that Christ is 

the light of the world who defeats the darkness of 

death.  The classic hymn based on Psalm 119 says, 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto 

my path.”  [Psalm 119:105]  The new telescope may 

widen our knowledge of the universe  and our 

appreciation of God.  Take time to look up the stars, 

and marvel at what God has created.   

We could also reflect on the Lord who continues 

to guide us not only by signs such as stars, but 

through the many visitors who bring light and 

faith to our lives.        
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