
All Are Anointed (to Bring Good News) 

Intro.   When we have a gift, we usually like to 

share it with our family and  friends first.  We get to 

see their surprise or joy.  I wanted to be ordained in 

my home parish where I received most of my 

sacraments and went to school.  It was where I had 

grown up and wanted to acknowledge their support.  

That may be the reason the Lord traveled home that 

day: to share the good news of his mission there first.   

I.   We hear Luke’s explanation of how he carefully 

did his research, talked with eyewitnesses and wrote 

an orderly account of the events “fulfilled among 

them” in his gospel.  The first week of Ordinary 

Time was the celebration of Jesus’ baptism, when 

the Lord was identified as the Son of God.  Last 

week, the gospel was from John and the wedding 

feast at Cana and the water made wine, when the 

Lord told his mother it wasn’t his time yet.  Today 

we hear what he meant by that; how this was his 

time and place.  He planned it for his hometown 

during the synagogue service, during prayer and in 

the power of the Spirit.  It is not by accident he came 

his hometown at this moment.  It is there, among his 

family and people who watched him grow up, that he 

revealed himself, not with miracles but quietly with 

scripture.  The scene is the best example we have for 

what the synagogue service was like in that time.  It 

consisted of reading from Torah, the most important 

books for the Israelites.  Then there was a teaching 

or commentary on the passage.  No one is sure if the 

Lord volunteered to read or if, as the visiting 

hometown “boy” he was asked.  The minister handed 

him the scroll of Isaiah and the Lord opened it to a 

well-known scripture that prophesied the works of 



the Messiah.  The Lord’s commentary or teaching 

was simple; nine words that stunned some in the 

synagogue and confused others.  He didn’t say, “I 

am he.”  He said those signs characteristic of the 

Messiah were happening in that moment.  [M. 

McGlone, Scripture for Life, NCR, January 24, 

2022]  I wonder how many people in the synagogue 

really understood what he meant.  I also wonder if 

Joseph and Mary were there to see this incredible 

moment.  Their work was now completed.  

Concl.   The Lord chose the reading from the 

prophet Isaiah because it identified the purpose of  

his ministry.  He would leave home and travel 

around the country, proclaiming that the poor, the 

blind, the oppressed and prisoners were welcome in 

the kingdom of God.  Some he cured physically and 

others spiritually.  He brought new hope to all who 

were marginalized, forgotten in society.  It was news 

that God’s blessings were for all people regardless of 

economic or cultural background.  It is not only the 

Lord who was anointed to bring this news to the 

world.  By our Baptism, we have a share in his 

mission.  It is our responsibility to follow his 

example.  For some of us it might mean taking 

public leadership in the church or the community, 

while for others, more quiet leadership in families or 

the neighborhood.  Whatever our gift, led by the 

same Spirit, it should be shared with the 

community.   
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