
A Son AND a Prophet 

Intro.  Over the years people have asked me 

wouldn’t it be nice to be at my home parish?  The 

answer is not really.  There are too many people 

there who knew my mother.  I would always be 

“Sally’s son.”  I liked being Sally’s son, but 

conversations would might start, “I remember the 

time you…”  The people of Nazareth were okay with 

the Lord as long as they could tag him as Joseph’s 

son, a carpenter’s boy, and not have to take him 

seriously.  When he suggested he was more, they 

reacted with anger.     

I.   What should have been a pleasant visit to his 

hometown, quickly turned ugly.  In addition to the 

announcement of Isaiah’s prophecy about the 

Messiah, someone asked for a miracle to prove he 

was more than just Joseph and Mary’s son.  He 

gently refused.  There must be faith for a miracle; 

there was none.   It would have been nice if they had 

appreciated him for who he was.  They did not.  The 

Lord’s response was, for him, sad; he had a gift he 

announced to his hometown, and they refused it.  It 

is a line that has become part of our language: a 

prophet is without honor in his hometown.  When he 

put himself in the same group with two of the 

greatest prophets of their tradition, that was too 

much.   He further pointed out that God included the 

Gentiles in his mission of salvation by reminding the 

people of a time God worked miracles for two 

Gentiles.  That pushed the crowd to violence.    

Many a woman or man has returned home after 

accomplishing great things, such as getting a degree 

or acquiring wonderful skills only to find people 



think she or he doesn’t know anything and wonder 

why; they move away and take their gift with them.  

Concl.   The Lord left Nazareth and it doesn’t appear 

he ever returned home.  His mission was  greater 

than just Nazareth or even the region of Galilee.  It 

was to the whole world, even Gentiles.  When people 

– even religious people – try to limit or trademark 

God, it’s a mistake.  God cannot be controlled.  We 

“pray” for our side to beat the other.  As a song says, 

God doesn’t care what team wins the football game! 

[Frail Grasp on the Big Picture, Eagles] Criticism 

for doing good work can often be a sign of doing 

work that is right.  Many women and men have 

suffered unjustly working for an equitable culture.  

We can put our hands over ears when we don’t like 

what we hear.  It is easy to hit the delete button or 

change the channel, or even worse, encourage 

violence – throw prophets off the cliff - rather than 

listen to each other.  Mercy and forgiveness are good 

things, but some feel it is only for a few.  When we 

do some of the things highlighted in the Lord’s 

“Mission Statement” that day in the synagogue, we 

can quickly be rejected also.  It’s not because we 

make ourselves to be prophets.  It is because we 

are anointed by Baptism and Confirmation.  We 

are simply following the Lord’s command to love 

one another as he loves us.  That can be very 

prophetic.     
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