
Mission Goals 

Intro.   Every job has a purpose, a goal.  In other 

words, a common vision for workers.  For a builder 

of houses, it could be a drawing, blueprint for the 

foundation of a house.  For a church, it might be the 

ten commandments.  A couple of Sundays ago we 

heard the Lord announce his mission at Nazareth: to 

bring good news to the poor, liberty to captives, sight 

to the blind, freedom to the oppressed.  Today we 

hear how he is going to make that happen.   

I.    At first, the teaching was not what either the 

newly appointed Apostles or the people expected.  

No way did they feel “blessed.”  Most of them were 

already poor, hungry or excluded from the good life.  

Once they got over the surprise, they began to hear 

the second half of what he said: the kingdom of God 

is yours; your hunger will be filled; you will laugh 

rather than cry.  The three “Woes” that followed 

expanded on the vision a little more.  The rich, those 

who had a full “refrigerator” and enjoyed the good 

life while others had nothing, would now experience 

nothing.   The apostles and the crowd understood the 

“Woe” part of what he said.  That was something 

they would like to see, the world turned in their favor 

for a change.  But his mission is not about revenge, 

but about conversion of heart.  [Sharing the Word 

through the Liturgical Year, p. 145 Orbis, 1997]  

Salvation and redemption are about relying on God, 

not wealth and possessions.  That doesn’t mean we 

should accept injustice that leads to the plagues of 

poverty, hunger and sorrow.  The Lord described the 

work for his followers to end those limitations to a 

better life.  He instructed the disciples for the work, 

telling them about the big vision he had for what 



they will be doing.  He is going to turn the usual way 

the world works upside down.      

Concl.   Those were shocking statements in that 

time.  The same statements are said today, and most 

people just shrug their shoulders and say,  wouldn’t 

that be nice, but that’s never going to happen.”  It 

can be difficult work but, in every generation, there 

have been men and women who are willing to work 

to bring “blessings” and end “woes.”  It is easy to 

complain about our leaders but to do nothing 

ourselves.  We have opportunities to serve in our 

community.  There is a food pantry and a soup 

kitchen to feed the hungry; a free medical clinic to 

cure the sick; our Catholic Women partners with a 

shelter in Orange Park for homeless people; and 

groups to heal the sorrow that comes from grief  

These are things we can do at the place closest to us, 

in Clay County.  Through the listening process called 

a Synod, Pope Francis hopes together we can listen 

to the Holy Spirit and hear new ideas to guide the 

worldwide mission of the Catholic Church.  We will 

keep discussing what we heard at the Synod and 

continue to develop the Lord’s vision at Sacred 

Heart.  Moses told his people, “Would that all the 

Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would 

put his spirit upon them” [Numbers 11:29] He 

already has.  
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